National Small Business Summit

Melbourne, Monday 26 June 2006 - Opening Dinner
Tuesday 27 June 2006 - Summit and Business Exhibition

The impact of e-business and the
canvergence of internet and
telecommunications techrolocies
will be amongst the issues to be
addressed at the Virgin Blue
Mational Small Business Summil
being convened by he Counail of
Small Busness Crganisations of
Australia (COSBOA) and My
Business magazine:

The 2006 Summit will incluge
presantations from business
leaders in the e-business,
franchising and ralsiing fieids,
including the CEO of eBay
Australia; Simdn Smith.

Brett Godfray, he CED of Virgin
Sluz, wil address the Summit 25
wiell as senior oxecutives from
Google and Sensis wha will autline
the radical impact on business of
the convergenico of
telecommunications and internes
tecnnoliogies..

The sweeping changes o
empioyment conditians. which
Pave been triggerad by the new
WorkChoices legislation, will be
reviewad in detall, ans there wil be
induiatry-leading presentations from
top economists and business
analysts about the sconemic
outloox. A numbet of prominent
entreprereurs, including \Wotifs
Managing Director, Graeme Woaaod,
will also address delegales.

[he Summit s the peak small
businass event of the vear and will
be addressed by prominent
pulitical, business and
ontrepreneunal leaders including
the Chairman of the ACCG,
Graeme Samuel, and the Federal
Oppositior: Leader, Kim Beazlew.

The Summit wil ba held at
Melbourma's Carlton Crest Hatel on
Tuosday June 27 and will be
preceded by the Summit Dinner &t
the Carlten Crest on the evening of
Juna 26,

Managing Fditor of My
Businsss, Peter Stirling, said that
the Summil is usually attended by
more than 3580 business leaders
including GEOs of business
assogiations and chambers of
GOMMEITE.

Virgin Blus is the principal
sponsor of the Nalional Small
Eusness Surrimil. Business
sponsours include the Volkewagan
Australia Group, Optus-and
Metcash,

Detaiis of the Summit can be
found on page 15 in this igsue of
My Business,

For mare information, including
registration details, please visit
www.mybusiness.com.au/summit
or call 02 8923 8003 Email
events@mybusiness,com.au

My Business TV Show a hit

THE MY BUSINESS TV SHOW, now being screaned an Charnnel 7 on
Sunday mornings at 11am, is confinuing to set new audience records with
more than 200,000 people watching the praogram.

Hosted by journalist and personalily, David Koch, the prograr is now in
its third year, having been spun out of the My Business magazine in 2004, [t
I3 anjoying an extended season this year.

Show producer, Kylie Merrtt, said that My Business TV has drawn 3
larger audience than Business Sunday on occasion and viewers wors clesrly
attracted 1o the format af the show with & range of exoerls endeavourng 10
assist small businesses In a relaxed, informal environment.
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Debtor finance growing fast

Ihe Factaring and Discounting industry is
continung to show rapid growth with the
March guarter registering a 27% growth over
the same period \ast year. The industry Is now
running at an annualised rate just shy of 540
billizn,

The number of businesses using cebtor
finance facilties has grown by 12% over the
neriod to 4665, and the size of the average
facility drawn uoon by those businesses has
also expandad,

The Cnairman of the Institute of Factors
and Diszourlers, Mr Peter Langham, said
that the growth in the number of businesses
indicated that he uplake of this financing
facilily had cimbed “rapidly and consistently
ovar the oasl four years, By camparison ten
years dago here were only 1760 business
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He sad Lhal Australia was folowing werld
trends, whizh showead that factoring has
expandad by 18% in the last vear. My
Langham sad that an area of potential growt:
for Australiz was in the import/exporl
inclugtries which were the faslest area of
irtarnational growth for debter financing,

Government to push ahead
with contractor legislation

The Federal Government wil pass legislation
o remove contractors from the impact of
workpiace laws, which was promised by the
Howard Government auring the 2004 eleclion
camzaign.

The Indepencent Confractors of Australia
(CA) wants the legislation to distingush
betwean 'smployment’ as defined by
workplace laws and ‘businass’ as conducled
ty independent contractors whose work
would be ragulated by commercial
contractual relationshios,

Unions ara cpposing the legislation on the
graunds that emplovers would teke
advantage of the legislation to pusn
empoloyees to redefinz therrselvas az
contractors, thersby laking them outside the
traditicnal emplayee benefits and
artitlernents.

The ICA Exsculive Dircctor, Ken Philips,
said that independent contraclors were often
paid af a higher rale lo compensata them far
not receiving suporannuation anad other lcave
artitlemenis, Kevin Andrews, tha Minister for
Emplayment and Workplace Relations, said
the independeant Contractors Bill would
provide new protactions for the estimated 1.8
million comractors in Australis,
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